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Aidemet Ong

Contribution of traditional birth attendantsin the
reduction of maternal and neonatal mortality

On Saturday, July’22011, in the Conference Room of the INRSP, Rokia Sanogo, President Afdenet NGO,
moderated a panel discussion on “Contribution aflitional Birth Attendants (TBAS) in the reductiohmaternal and
neonatal mortalty”, under the chairmanship of Niohamed Fall,
President of the FEMATH. The conference was orgaiiz the context}
of the debate on the strengthening local healtieisys and on the role o
actors of traditional medicine to achieve the Mileim Development
Goals. It is a part of the advocacy thitlemet NGO is currently
undertaking, with the technical and financial suppaf the Swiss
Cooperation Office in Bamako, in order to takingoiraccount the
resources of traditional medicine in the in theglam of Social and
Health Development of Mali.

The Prof. Sanogo presented the experiences realizeel 1999 for the
involvement of TBAs in the management of obstedrieergencies. Thefs
activities were carried out in the Health Distriofolokani (Koulikoro
Region), Bandiagara (Mopti Region), Kadiolo (Sika$Region), and Prof. RokiaSanogoet M. Mohamed Fall
elsewhere, with the support of various technicdlfamancial partners. At the center of activitiewas the organization
i 2 5 of TBAs information and organization workshops. &T¢poal was to valorize the
B i sanoso serso Gani knowledge and experience of AT in their traditomele of monitoring of

| La guerre des femmes pregnancy and chidbirth assistance, to get theifetuify and refer at time the
women at risk. Analysis of data collected showed the involvement of TBAs
facilitated the women's access to services for toramg pregnancy, delivery
assistance, post-natal control and immunizatiarhidren”.

Accoucheuses Traditionnetles
et Promotion de I materntté o moindre risque

The Prof. Sanogo then stated: “There are fourfatiat can prevent a woman in
distress to receive in time obstetric care neemledve his life: non-recognition of
danger signs, delay in decision making, time tog lw access to care and care
not adequate in the health centers. TBAs accoliytabihe detection and quick
reference of women at risk can help to reducefiignily the first two delays”.

In conclusion, she emphasized that: “The involvermeéiBAS in the promotion
of low-risk pregnancy may be an important contidsubf traditional medicine in
achieving the Milennium Development Goals regaydihe reduction of the
maternal and infant mortality”.

We remind that théidenmet NGO experiences and reflections on TBAs and olssttnergencies were capitalized in a
book, published in November 2009 and availablehetheadquarters diderret Ong, in the bookstores in Bamako,
and, in electronic version, on the site welyw.aidemet.org
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